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A new governor had lately been ap
pointed to the prison at Castelleno

Don Hugo was a roystering blade
handsome noted for his gallantries-
and early successful in his career In
an illad vised hour he delivered a
speech in public wherein he observed
that Don Q was a happy nickname for
the brigand chief who for so long had
terrorized the district He recounted
tome of his crimes and fulminated
against him the penalties of the law

All this Don Q read in his mountain
eyrie with exceeding relish It flat
tered his selfesteem The speech was
fully reported in the local journal
which we may call 321 Mundo but the
sting lay waiting in the last clause

And yet this reputed king of the
mountains concluded Don Hugo is
after all a miserable wretch poorer
than the meanest ass in Spain for he
carries but one ear

Whatever his other bodily infirmi
ties the bandit possessed both his ears
yet the libel was of a nature which
could never be forgiven His diseased
vanity dwelt upon it with an ever
growing bitterness The slumbering
devil in him awoke tormenting him to
fury

tills day which followed an In-

terval of terrified quietness the rob
bers valley was thrilled by an excite
ment hot with the double seasoning of
novelty and danger A party scouring-
the lower hills according to their prac
tice had met with a lady a very great
lady she far from object-
ing after the manner to being
carried prisoner Into the sierra in
stantly demanded to be taken into the
presence of the dreaded chief

In the dusk Don up his head
Do not keep I pray

Gaspar he said sibilant
voice What is it3

Lord a senora would speak with
you stuttered the man

Don Q paused Iti must be confessed
that a lady an interview with
him was something of a novelty

Good The senoras name
The lady would tell you that her

self lord
Let her come Gaspar turned away

with relief but the chief stopped him
Stay Gaspar Make up the fire and

light a torch fix it up there behind
me I trust Gaspar you have not
Inconvenienced the senora by keeping
her waiting 1 will ask her and if
the silence was eloquent-

A few minutes later a lady swept Into
the circle of light within the cave
Her face was hidden by a mantilla
but she moved with the air of acknowl
edged beauty audacious and graceful

Don Q rose from his seat in the
gloom beyond the fire and bowed-

I am the chief of the sequestradores
and the senoras very humble servant

The words uttered in purest Spanish
with the soft tone of courtecy almost
startled the hearer She peered across
the smoke and flames but the torch
had been set to baffle her vision

I have come senor to implore your
aid she said impulsively-

At the same instant she flung back
her mantilla and dislosed her features
Don Q gazed at her for a moment in
silence She was a golden Spaniard
darkeyed with a mouth like a red
blossom her somewhat cruellooking
but extreme beauty enhanced by a skin
of exquisite fairness and crowned with
golden hair

Senora began the soft voice after-
a pause which the lady fully appreci
ated as a tribute to her charms am I
permitted to ask by what name I may
remember your loveliness

Catalina the Condessa She broke
off excilaly she had an end in view
and wished to gain it without delay
I was told that you were kind to those-

in distress and would help a
when you could-

I rejoice that there are still some
speakers of the truth under the moun
tains Be at ease Dona Castellina my
pleasure at the sight of somuch beauty-
is only equalled by my impatience to
know in what manner I can show my
gratitude for the honor of this visit

Senor I am the wife of the hand
somest caballero in Spain alas

Ah And the countess dwells-
In Castelleno she answered-
In Castelleno The fact was perti

nent to the moment Be seated se
nora You are doubtless acquainted
with the governor of the prison

The countess started slightly
Why yes
Is he not an ugly pimplefaced fel

low questioned Don Q
She replied hotly On contrary-

he is an exceedingly handsome man
He cut her short Pardon me but

are you sure I have heard that la
dies cried out at the mere sight of his
smileWith gratification perhaps she an-
swered and sighed impatiently

No no senora you are surely mis
taken

Hardly possible Don Q He is my
husband

You are then the wife of the gov
ernor Don Hugo The chiefs smooth
voice vibrated slightly with some emo
tion I would envy him if I dared

Of what use is beauty if it does
not secure love she cried petulantly

husband
You love him
Not always with a charming pout
At this moment
At this moment I Mite him She

leant forward with a swing of her lithe
body her eyes flashing I heard a

susPectedI spies I fol
lowed him She clasped her hands be
fore her breast then flung them apart
with a vehement gesture of rage O-

at this moment I could kill him
Proceed I beg of you What have I

to d with lovers quarrels
Everything you will help me Yes

we quarrelled He laughed at my tears
I vowed I would throw myself on your
protection He dare me to do so andthough I was indeed afraid for your
name is a cause for shuddering in theplains senor I came He must pay arnn qm for me Thus shall he be taught-
to value his wife

Nay senora I could not have the
heart to deprive him of your charming
society Figure to yourself his anxie-ty was the unexpected reply You
shall be sent down to Castelleno tomor
row in safety

Thc beautiful face darkened I will
nor RO she cried imperiously I did
not fancy you would side against me
wftli ny husband Remember with a
witrhinp lnnrt ar the dim figure in the
corner you promise to me-

I not forgotten Yet you must
go tomorrow though your artKro
will IfVAve the mountains bleak iruJoccl

You are only a man after li slip
exclaimed angrily The sins of one

Th Condeesa shivered and obeyed j

man perhaps you would feel less for
him If vou know more of IIP I

H ys of you Only last Sunday he
vov l you wjpre a coward
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when he says that A changed note In
the low voice frightened her

He had an argument to back it
she ran on nervously He said that Itwas easy to terrify a helpless captive-
up here when you have your men be
side you But he would wager O I
cannot go on senor

Favor me by proceeding senora
The Condessa shovered and obeyed
He wagered that alone unbacked byyour mean followers you

would prove how can Isay it
But you must senora Havinggone so far I regret to insist
Have it then she cried desperate-

ly You would prove yourself as cow
ardly as you are hideous

Corpse of a scullion The ejacula
tion burst out with violence then the
voice resumed even now
lady you have left out one littleparticular-

No no she sobbed I recollect-
no more

Then listen The governor of theprison of Castellano was good enough-
to declare in public that I have butone ear Tt is a lie as 1 mean to
show him Tomorrow you will take amessage from me to His Excellency
Don Hugo your husband

But she ventured promised-
to help me

That will I do also
Tell him I have a little museum up

here In the mountains to which Ia small addition
Tell him further that when I come

down from Castelleno I shall have withme two own but then whenI depart I shall have four ears my
own and his Yes senora alone andsinglehanded within fifteen days IDon Q will come down from the
mountains and crop the ears of thegovernor of the prison of Castelleno

But she cried in horror you
have deceived me An earless hus

unendurable
Nay senora he will be the more

faithful believe me

For the eighth time the governor of
the prison of Castelleno muttered anangry oath Because for the eighth
time that evening his excellency had
found his hand straying nervously to
his ears

The message of Don Q had beenfaithfully brought down to him by his
wife In her presence and indeed to
himself during the hours of daylight-
he would scoff at the threat as the ab
surd and empty vaporings of a wretch-
ed hill thief He was a strong man
mentally and physically yet when
evening began to fall and the wind
moaned over sad Spain his impression-
able nature took on a more somber
tint He would start at a footfall and
his hand whisk up to his ears He
cursed his imagination he cursed Don
Q he cursed his wife but in his heart
of hearts he wished he had let sleeping
dogs lie

He remembered a hundred tales of
the fierce chief each one of which
made him shudder For Don Q was a
wart of a strange warped sense of hu
mor and scarcely one of the legends
attached to his name but glowed with
lurid manifestations of this quality
Besides the bandit appeared to be om-
niscient None ever lived to carry
him false news twice But true infor
mation was paid for with terrific lav
ishness

Above all Don Hugo could not for
get that the mans promises were al
ways kept that he never failed to
make his acts coincide scrupulously-
with his threats Up in the Boca de
Lobo the Wolfs Mouth as the rob
bers valley was called all was going-
on as usual Don Q remained in his
cave issuing orders and dealing out
justice according to his own drastic
code But he was not Idle The task
he had set himself was one of enor
mous magnitude and any small mis
take or slip could only end in supreme
disaster

Don Qs plan was laid out very sub
with a minute precision of

for his fierce heart dwelt in a
frail body and he proposed to go down
singlehanded to smite his enemy

When all was ready he called up
Robledo and Gaspar to the cave

My children he said in his silkiest
tones there is one under the moun
tains with whom it is necessary that I
should deal the governor of the pris
on of Castelleno

A flicker of excitement lit up the
dark eyes of the men but the chief
raised his delicate yellow hand

I have nothing yet for you to do
save to secure the quiet of my musings
You will bring my food as usual day
by day I lay no command of silence
upon you but for no reason whatever

you heed me Robledo for no reason
whatever am I to be called forth until
you see me again

The men touched their tongues and
eyesThat is well Keep your in
mind advised Don Q for the story-
of what I am about to carry out will
be told in the posadas of Spain by
your childrens children

After this the quiet of death fell
upon the cave The band believed the
chief to be still there for he certainly
had not passed by the sentries who
rigorously kept the only known en
trance to the valley

Don Q had left the Boco de Lobo by
an entrance known to none but him
self In a lonely gorge he found waiting for him tied amongst some high
scrub a horse saddled and bridled In
semimilitary fashion During fourdays whether riding downwards by
devious and little known paths or
cooking his meal at sunset or lurking
in a thicket to watch the passing of
grunrtlias civiles or dozing the dark
hours through rolled in his cloak the
vision always before his eyes took the
form of shapely ears of the governor-
of the prison of Castelleno

He was engaged upon a fantasticexploit The difficulty of entering the
presence might in itself

have seemed insurmountable but al
most as Don Q uttered the words of
the threat a plan formed in his mind

It was evening On the roof of the
prison beside a cluster of potted palms-
a couple of reclining chairs had been
placed in the best position to catch the
cool airs from the mountains-

In one Dona Catalina yawned and
fanned herself languidly while thegovernor smoking cigarettes in the
moody silence that day by day was
glowing upon him Now and again he
lifted his eyes and gazed across theht town and the tillage surrounding
It to the tracery of peaks and pinnacle
vhirh beyond thorn climbed into the

pink cveniny nicy He had manifestly
flesh and the frown upon
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his feet He glanced angrily at his
wifeAgain 0 my Hugo you stare at
the mountains and finger your ears as
if Don Q could stretch his long talons
across from his cave and pull them
off she laughed with an aban
don of enjoyment that came near to
breaking down the restraint Don Hugo
had placed upon his temper

Not precisely But I admit that sight
of the sierra reminded me of your fool
Ish visit up there and naturally of
that robbers most insolent message
he replied with an air of loftiness

This has forced me to take special
steps with a view to setting an end to
his career A conclave of the principal
personages of Castelleno and the neigh
borhood is to be held in the great hall
presently An extraordinary expedition-
will then be sent up against him I
will probably lead it myself

The senora rose from her seat and
curtseyed deeply and derisively

I shall be doubly anxious about your
ears then my beloved Don Q Is a
man of his word But see your guests
begin to arrive

Spaniards in spite of their reserve
are moved to excitement upon any sub
ject which touches them nearly The
caballeros of the district no less than
the citizens of the town appeared to
find in Don Q a topic far from con
ducive to calmness However his rep-
utation stood with the poor the rich
whom he sent empty away bore him
much ill will The room resounded
with tales of the mysterious brigand
Each man could apply a different anec
dote of his annoying if not terrible ex
ploits some of which dated back a
score of years some of yesterday but
almost all stamped with that distorted
humor which commonly bit too deep
for laughter

The Count de Bermeja had told the
story of Antonios punishment by the
brigand and another of the hidalgos
had spoken of a report that Don Q
hoped eventually to publish a book
which should take the form of an auto
biography and be enriched by a couple-
of appendices the first setting forth
the names of all his captives who had
been ransomed the dates of capture
amount of ransom demanded and re
ceived and date of release the second
appendix to be set within a suitable
border of black should contain a com
plete list of those whose moneyvalue-
had failed to arrive with a little note
below each name detailing in what form
death had met them

Then Don Hugo rising in his place
referred to the crowning offense of
which the brigand had been guilty He
told in fact with certain expedient
deviations from historic accuracy the
tale of his wifes journey into the moun
ta Ins That so beautiful a woman
should have been kidnaped and half
frightened to death stirred the ready
Spanish chivalry and when Don Hugo
declared himself ready to administer-
an oath of membership to a society of
vengeance the idea was greeted with
acclamation and was about to be car
ried into effect when a servant dis
turbed the meeting-

A captain of the civil guard was in j

waiting below charged to speak
delay to the governor on a matter

bf the highest importance-
You will be good enough to request

Capt del Pino to rest himself for a few
minutes returned Don Hugo impa-
tiently

Pardon excellency he bade me pre-
sent ths The man held out a card
upon which some sentences were writ
tenThe governor glanced at it and ut
tered an exclamation

Senors Captain del Pino comes from
Madrid upon business connected with
Don Q

A slender man in the uniform of tIlt
civil guard was already bowing In UK
doorway His long blue cloak hung be
hind his shoulders and as he rased
his head covered with dark curling
hair the assembly saw that he bore
stains not only of travel but of mis
adventure by the way His brow was
bandaged and a spatter of blood
showed on his cheek

My business is pressing excellency
Can I see you alone he said in a low
tone which however carried an im
perious echo

You have a mission connected
with began the governor pleasantly

Pardon me interrupted the courtly
captain a secret mission intrusted to
me by the highest authority in Madrid

purpose for which we are gathered here
tonight-

A matter of some responsibiilty and
difficulty Del Pinos tone and gra
cious movement of the head were in the
nature of a general compliment to the
ability and position of those present

You may speak freely We my
friends and agreed on that sub
ject Don Hugo waved his hand
largely Your mission then con-
cerns

A certain gentleman well known not
only in these parts but throughout the
whole of Spain a certain Don Q

the captain quietly
Come come Senor Capitan We

have less respect for the oneeared bri
gand of the Boca de Lobo laughed
the governor too busy in lighting a
cigarette to notice a sudden contraction-
of del Pinos features That vulture-
of the rocks has troubled us too long

were precisely when you arrived
arranging to make an end of him

No doubt your plan would be suc-
cessful though it was said in Madrid
that he had defied capture for some
twenty years already and that i score
or so expeditions sent out against hm
had failed observed del Pino with a
shrug of his shoulders He must be a
remarkable personage I was the more
gratified therefore at receiving orders
from headquarters to come down and
deal specially with a man of such in-
teresting antecedents

Can you yourself to conceive
the last crime the fellow has commit
ted senor Don Hugo took advan
tage of a pause He had the arro
gance to kidnap my own wife in the
last fortnight-

Del Pino made a gesture of horrified
surprise She must at once be res
cued he declared

Make your mind easy I pray She
is at this moment within these walls-

I trust he treated her as a gentle
man should Captain del Pine asked-
in his soft drawl

On the contrary he behaved like a
monster

He held her at ransom of course
No no not precisely stuttered Don

Hugo He released a few
hours

That was surely considerate-
Far from it The reason of his ac-

tion Is obvious I wonder It does not
strike you senor

Del Pino gazed for an instant at the
governors selfcomplacent ruf
fin and shook his head
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cellency I cannot imagine the reason
The ruffian was afraid to do other

wise Naturally on discovering the
Condessas identity he permitted her to
return home He knows my reputation
Senor Capitan a frown
I cannot forgive his treatment of my

wife he terrified her with shocking
threats

Del Pinos face altered A twist it
might have been of derision or incredu-
lity deepened the corners of his mouth

Of personal illtreatment Surely
notUp to this moment Don Hugo had
kept the message sent down to him by
the brigand absolutely secret But now
carried away by the tide of his own
words and anxious to convince del Pino
lie disclosed it

His threat was directed against me
I must explain It is well known that
the brute has but one ear I mentioned-
the fact openly He appears to resent
this and swore to be revenged on me
by depriving me of both of mine

Horrible Del Pino caressed
ears meditatively Horrible he

murmured To be without one ear
would be a sufficient humiliation but
to lose both and by the hand of an en-
emy would be a mortification scarcely-
to be survived

Fortunately none of us need fear
anything of the kind interrupted Don
Hugo brusquely We have decided to
make away with this miserable hill
thief He has been too long at large-
I myself am about to lead an expedition-
into the sierra with that object-

It is now hardly necessary ob
served del Pino with an accentuation-
of his gentle politeness

What do you propose to replace me
senor asked Don Hugo with heat

Replace you Now excellency that
would be impossible But by good luck-
I may have forestalled you

There was a simultaneous craning
forward of every head An excited
quiver ran over the assembly-

I fail to catch your meaning senor
said Don Hugo but half mollified-

It is that I had the honor to kill
Don Q yesterday
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A profound silence of a few seconds
followed this announcement

You killed Don Q yesterday thegovernor almost shouted
Yes excellency and I shall be gladto have a receipt for the body wenton del Pino immovably according to

the regulations of my corps
The tension of the last couple ofweeks was lifted from the spirit ofDon Hugo In the enthusiasm of his

relief he flung his arms round thestonily unresponsive del Pino and em-
braced him effusively on both cheeks

Accept our congratulations senor
Gentlemen let us drink to the health-
of this paladin Captain del Pino

Which was forthwith done with many
bravas and a hubbub of excited

talk
Del was filled no one

observed that he left it untouched But
he professed himself overwhelmed by
their approbation his success he
begged them to believe was a mere
matter of luck He explained that
wishing to see the region of Don Qs
exploits he had left the train when ap-
proaching the mountains and ridden
the remainder of the way Thus he

by chance upon the brigand and
shot him down

And now I would request his excel-
lency to come with me to the cell in
which the body has been placed for thepurpose of identifying It he wound
up

By all means Let us go without de
lay Don Hugo could hardly yet credit
his good fortune in thus being rid of
his hunting foe He longed to behold
with his own eyes the dead face I
have never yet seen Don Q but they
tell me the vulture is unmistakable
he added

Absolutely unmistakable continued-
ed del Pino

Don Hugo led the way from the room
You say the body is in a cell enor

Why put a dead body in a cell he
asked laughingly as they went down
the corridor

The captain of the civil guard smiled
slightly

From all that is said of Don Q ex-
cellency I thought it well to turn the
key even on his corpse

The governor stopped as they passed-
a stairway leading

wife is on the will tell
herDel Pino restrained him

Pardon excellency make sure of
him first

They descended to the level of the
ordinary cells then lower to those
more remote and secured dungeons re
served for the worst criminals
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Are Visited Upon the Children Unto the
and Fourth Generation

Contagious Blood Poison
Blood Poison is an imperious and cruel master It heeds

not the voice of prayer nor the cry of agony The cabin and

the palace echo its dismal tread and the peasant and the

king fall at its withering touch Syphilitic Blood Poison is
t

transmitted to the third and fourth generations and the sins

of the parents are visited upon the child It may be pri-

mary secondary or tertiary If you have taken Mercury Io-

dide of Potash or other poisonous drugs and still have aches
and pains mucous patches in the mouth Sore Throat Pim-

ples CopperColored Spots Sores or Ulcers on any part of

the body or limbs Hair or Eyebrows falling is this
Blood Poison that the doctors of the Cook Medical Co cure
We solicit the most obstinate cases in their most aggra-

vated stages The blood and system is thoroughly cleansed
and freed from every trace of poisonous virus and in less
time at any Hot Spring in the world
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VARICOCELE WHAT IT DOES TO CEIST So much has
been said about Vraricocele in medical advertisements that every man
ought to know it if he has it or not It is a cold fact however that
we run across men every day that are complaining of weakness who
have been so negligent as to not even examine themselves and dis
cover their trouble until it has run them down and weakened them
sexually mentally and physically

WHAT IT IS Varicocele prevalent disease of man is a
dilation or enlargement of the veins of the spermatic cord in the
scrotum which from various causes becomes corded and knotty
feeling like a bundle of angle worms when taken in the hand It
usually occurs on the left side and produces dragging sensations in
the groin and back It impairs the general health and causes much
worry your brain becomes weak and you grow despondent

PROSTATIC TROUBLES CURED EST 30 TO 45 DAYS
Some of the notable successes of my professional career have been
in the radical cure of enlarged and inflamed conditions of the Pros
tate Gland My treatment acts directly reducing inflammation and
irritation it heals the gland removes the obstruction and estab
lishes free passage of the natural secretions without pain or dis
comfort
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No no excellency allow me to show
you the way The cell Is already lit
del Pinos voice was heard to say as
the door shut behind them-

A quarter of an hour passed but the
effervescence of excitement had not yet
subsided in the assembly room when
the door opened and a figure stood
upon the threshold It was not that of
the governor nqr of del Pino A som
brero and a cloak concealed the actual
features but the attitude and the hud
dled folds of the cloak bore the uncouth
outlines of a vultures plumage

Don Q a shout of astonishment
went up

At your service senors Be silent-
I pray small commanding
hand rose from the cloak Be silent
and remain seated Remember you
have to deal with a man who is equally
ready to die tonight or ten years hence
Also if I may remind you of a man
who has never been known to neglect-
a precaution

Where is the governor demanded-
a voice in which anger was beginning-
to conquer the first shock

Safe senores in a cell of his own
prison and with him is the body of a
vile footpad nicknamed El Duques
whose methods have brought discredit
upon my profession and whom I have
at length punished I undertook the
function properly appertaining the
helpless executive Late yesterday I
killed El Duques

But del Pino have you killed him
alsoHe is no more senores I regret to
Inform you Don Q laughed sibilant-
ly But do not deplore his loss for
with the exception of his wellcurled
wig and his hat of the civil guard he
survives in me

You passed yourself off as Captain-
del Pino of the civil guard But how
could you Impose upon any one with
the body The cornse was the corpse
you tell us of El Duques

I will explain senores A razor
passed over the skull a little coloring
on the eyelids the refinement bestowed
by the forging hand of death con
verted it into a poor caricature of
myself Don Q raised his sombero
and from the doublings of the cloak
shot up the lean scraggy neck the
bald browed malignant face the as
pect of a vulture paraphrased into hu
man likeless

One word more senores This Don
Hugo committed a crime It became
necessary that I should come down
from my sierra to deal with him He
made before you this evening a state
ment that he has made before the
public He said that Don Q was poorer
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than the meanest ass in Spain Lgtyou his exact words senores i Jr hcarried but one ear Sit still Hislivedlidded eyes flickered C

upon them Behold onetwo he touched his ears after thother with his hand that was iwJt engaged in holding a pistol You cannow as honorable men bear witnesdthat you have yourselves counted theears of Don Q and that he possesses
both You will have the goodness to
count those of the governor of theprison of Castelieno presently

The door was softly and suddenly
shut and the lock clicked Immediate-
ly an indescribable uproar broke out

The Condessa from her chair on the
house top heard it and sprang to her
feet for in the moonlight before IUT
stood a figure she had seen dimly haira month earlier across the smoke ami
flame of a fire Se recoiled with a

Fear nothing beautiful senora sain
the soft hissing voice I come
tell you that I have my word

What have you done she sald
trembling-

I have had a little interview with
Don Hugo

The lady shrieked His ears
Will decorate my modest museum

up In the mountains But he will he
believe me for a time at least a bet
ter husband
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NERVOUS DEBILITY and weakness cured in 30 to 60 days by
the best method on earth-

I have cured thousands of cases of Lost Vitality Physical De
bility Despondency Pimples Loss of Energy Failing Memory Palpitation of the Heart and stunted development My newly discov-
ered method used by me makes a radical cure without pain or deten
tion from business

ASSOCIATE DISEASES In curing a disease of any kind 1
never fail to remove all reflex complications

In the case of Varicocele or Hydrocele the weakness caused by
it disappears If it has developed into Bladder or Kidney affectionsthe injured parts are all restored to a perfect healthful conditionIf it is contagious Blood Poison all Skin Blood and Bone diseasearising from the taint are entirely and permanently eliminatedfrom the system If it is nervous debility the ninny distressingsymptoms following in its train and indicating a premature decline-
of physical and mental power are totally removed and rapidly replaced by the youthful energy of robust manhood Heiice all resulting ills and reflex complications which may be properly termedassociate diseases and which in fact are often more serious thanthe original ailment that gives rise to them all I say disappearcompletely and forever with the cure of the main malady
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Certainty of Cure and a Square Deal
satisfied that information is desired by sincere people to cases that I have cured to stay cured which had been abandoned by family isocalled experts What I have done for others I can do for you If you cannot call write for symptom blank and diagnosis made n iiand you will receive in plain envelope a scientific and honest opinion of your case free of charge MY HOMEAND STRICTLY PRIVATE MY BOOKS MAILED FREE UPON APPLICATION 10

11
OFFICE HOURS 3 A M to 8 P M SUNDAYS 10 A M TO 1230 P M

is what you want I you a written LEGAL GUARANTEE to cure you or refund your money I can and will cite you by pln S8ion when

can
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